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intellectual and moral development of his people. Paying
respect alike to Confucianism and Taoism lie encouraged
scholarship—founding the Han Lin academy of forty
scholars, and choosing his chief advisers from their ranks.
In his reign the great poets Li Po (705-60) and his
younger friend Tu Fu (712-70) throve; but they lived on
into an old age of disillusionment, as the-great dynasty
degenerated; and their poems reflect at once the splendours
of the court, the joys of youth, and the sorrows of defeat,
poverty, and old age.
It is these contrasts which make the Tang Age so vivid.
It was an age of joy and vitality unsurpassed, especially when
emperors like T'ai-tsung and Ming-huang gather about
them scholars, poets, painters, and men of science. But the
poor paid the bill, and such rulers were rare: of the nine-
teen emperors of this dynasty some were murdered, three
abdicated, some succumbed to experiments with the elixir
of life, and only eight died a natural death. Eunuchs,
concubines, and magicians took the place of the poets,
painters, and scholars of T'ai-tsung, and the dynasty after a
late revival ended in ignominy.
'The reign of the few energetic rulers, notably Hsien-
tsung (805-20) and Hsun-tsung(847-57) may be likened,'
says Li Ung Bing of the later T'ang, *to sunset views on
the western horizon".
In 907 the dynasty petered out in a pitiful boy of six-
teen, who went into exile, handing over the empire to the
barbarians, who for the next half century reinvigorated
China with new blood.
II
The cultural achievements of Tfang are such as almost
to blind us to the corruption and superstition of the Court
and the sufferings of the masses, who groaned under heavy
taxation in land and salt, and under forced labour. We are
told that in the year a.d. 815 the imperial treasury exacted
50 million pieces of silk for military expenditure alone. We
read too that civil strife reduced the population from about

